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On the Evaluative Rationality of Teachers: Loss and Return
LIU Zhijun, ZHENG Huimin
(Henan University, Kaifeng 475004, China)

Abstract: Teachers’ evaluative rationality refers to the principles of rationality that guide teachers in
educational evaluation, serving as the foundational basis for justified evaluative practices. The connotation
indicates that teachers, as the primary agents of educational evaluation, can make informed value judgments
and interpretations regarding education or its constituent elements, grounded in educational facts and aligned
with established norms of educational evaluation within specific contexts. The ultimate aim is to promote both
personal growth and social well-being. However, teachers’ evaluative rationality is frequently undermined by
various factors such as the overextension of personal rationality, reliance on intuitive cognitive systems, and
the excessive dominance of technical rationality. These deficiencies manifest through self-interest and
utilitarianism in evaluation orientation, arbitrariness and uncritical compliance in evaluation process, and
excessive quantification and inappropriate adoption of external criteria in evaluation outcomes. To restore
evaluative rationality, it is essential to cultivate teachers’ awareness of rational evaluation principles, stimulate
critical reflection on evaluative mechanisms, and strengthen rational and reflective decision—-making in
evaluative practices.

Keywords: teacher; educational evaluation; evaluative rationality; rationality evaluation
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