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Moral Anomie and Norm in Learning Competition in the Perspective of

Educational Ethics
CAO Zhoutian

(Curriculum and Teaching Materials Research Institute , People’s Education Press, Beijing, 100081)

Abstract: Students’ moral anomie behavior in dealing with the competition of learning is mainly manifested in private pos-
session of public education resources and self—closure. From the perspective of virtue theory, the selfish psychology of learners in
the face of learning competition often takes the interests originally shared by the collective as their own, and the closed mentality
tends to exclude the peer group from the self. From the perspective of utilitarianism, moral anomie in learning competition will
disturb interpersonal relations and induce vicious competition. From the perspective of deontology, learners’ motivation for and
means of the creation of vicious competition lack legitimacy, and the egoism reflected in their behavior violates the moral princi-
ple of collectivism. We advocate the concept of “competition in morality” and realize common development through cooperation.
Therefore, learners should actively participate in competition with an open and inclusive mind, and schools and society should
create a learning environment conducive to healthy competition.

Key words: learning process, competition issue, moral anomie, ethics learning, educational ethics
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