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On the Moral Dimension of Education

XIA Zhengjiang

Abstract: As a normative concept “education” must contain the intention or purpose of morality; the content of education
must have a beneficial effect on the students’ personality development or social progress; the way of education must be morally
acceptable. Fundamentally education is a moral undertaking. In order to demonstrate this proposition the paper firstly expounds
the intrinsic value and dignity of the teacher profession analyzes the value pursuit of modern education and its alienation phenom—
enon. Then the paper discusses the educational value of each subject and the comparative value of various curriculum knowl-
edge and the relationship between curriculum knowledge and ideology. Finally the paper expounds the ethical attributes of edu—
cational process and method from the three perspectives of “intellectual honesty and freedom”  “respect and care’  “equality
and fairness”. The findings hold that educational practice is essentially a moral practice. Without this dimension education will
lose its goals and direction and become meaningless.

Key words: teacher occupation and educational purposes curriculum and teaching materials educational process and

method moral dimension of education
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