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The Law—-Based Construction of China’s System for Teachers” Ethical Standards

Li Hongbo

Abstract: Teachers’ professional ethics and work styles remain not only a moral issue, but also a legal issue. With the
professional transformation of teachers’ profession and the emergence of new problems in teachers’ ethics under new
situations, legal intervention in the governance of teachers’ ethics is feasible, necessary and inevitable. At present, the
mode for the governance of teachers’ professional ethics and work styles in China features "educationalism" and "policy
orientation," and there are problems in the system of teachers’ ethical standards, such as unclear boundaries for applicable
educators and their behaviors, incomplete substantive norms for teachers’ behaviors, imperfect mechanisms for handling
teachers’ ethical violations, and inadequate mechanisms for the relief of disciplined teachers, and these problems affect the
legitimate and effective governance of teachers’ ethics. In the new era, when we are building a powerful country in
education and governing education on all fronts according to law, we need to govern teachers’ ethics based on law—based
thinking, and shift from "policy—oriented governance" to "law—based governance." A good law is the precondition of good
governance. In the law—based construction of the system for teachers’ ethical standards, we need to scientifically define the
boundary for educators applicable to teachers’ ethical standards, clarify the substantive norms and disciplinary measures
for teachers’ ethical behavior, improve the mechanism for the investigation into and the handling of teachers’ ethical
violations, and consummate the mechanism for the relief of teachers in handling their ethical violations; and by
establishing a scientific and complete system and a mechanism of implementation for teachers’ ethical standards, improve
the law—based governance of teacher’s ethics on all fronts, and cultivate a professional teaching force with noble
professional ethics so as to provide a strong support for the acceleration of the modernization of education and the building
of a powerful country in education.
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