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Discussion on Teachers’ Professional Ethical Decision—
making in the Perspective of Two Ethical Theories

ZHOU Kunliang

( Teaching & Research Settion of Shanghai Municipal Education Commission Shanghai 200041 China)

Abstract: As two major ethical theories Deontology and Utilitarianism represent two different ways
of ethical thinking. They provide two different approaches on professional ethical decision-making for
teachers. In the perspective of Deontology teachers’ professional ethical decision-making should be
“rule-based”  while in Utilitarianism teachers’ professional ethical decision-making should be
“behavior-based”. However it is inadequate if we think about ethical decision-making just from the
perspective of Deontology or from Utilitarianism. Teachers’ professional ethical decision-making
needs an integrated approach namely making a comprehensive consideration on the two ethical
theories. When teachers make an ethical decision-making they should focus on both the legitimacy
of the behavior and the results of the behavior.

Key words: Deontology; Utilitarianism; ethical dilemma; ethical decision-making
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