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Ethical Justification for Punishment in Education
DONG Ji-he

Department of Pedagogy, East China Normal University

Abstract: Some teachers do not dare to use reasonable punishment in the current schooling. By coming up with
the compensatory theory of punishment, we aim to justify the educational significance of punishment from an ethical
angle. The core significance of punishment lies in making the children compensate for their illegal activities and
undertake the responsibility for their behaviors. Furthermore, the positive effect of punishment is to make children
learn to be responsible for their behaviors, to help them grasp the norms of collective life, and to promote their
socialization. In addition, teachers have the legal power of conducting punishment and it is reasonable and necessary
for them to take punishment as one of the routine teaching methods. But meanwhile, teachers should also face up to
the negative effect of punishment. A mechanism of responsibility exemption and humanitarian assistance in punishment
should be established in the educational system itself.
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