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On Educator’s Standpoint of Sympathy
—Cognition of Sympathy Theory Based on the Sympathy Ethics
WU Xiu—xia

Research Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University

Abstract: The sympathy ethics has two dimensions in the cognition of sympathy. One is that sympathy is a sort of
natural tendency, and the other is that sympathy is a kind of psychological tendency similar to or identical to the concerned
person’s which is formed by means of imagination or self- reflection. In their opinion, sympathy has many functions and
values that rationality does not have. In spite of this, some conditions apply to the effective exercise of sympathy. What
education is confronted with is various and specific life, which makes it necessary for educators and the educated to make
active emotional exchange and interaction with each other. Sympathy, however, can play an effective role in it. Sympathy
view in the sympathy ethics has neglected, intentionally or unintentionally, the personality differences among individuals,
driving the subjectivity to the extreme. In view of this, it is necessary for us to review the connotation of sympathy and
understand the educational meaning of sympathy in a dialectical way from the perspective of education, besides extracting
reasonable elements from sympathy ethics. In this way, we will be able to help educators break through the mist of
sympathy, display sympathy in the working practice and experience the life’s value and meaning sympathy will bring to
people.

Key words: sympathy sympathy ethics educator’s sympathy sympathy view



